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‘Of course, you know,” Matthew said, ‘she isn’t a Catholic. She’s a spiritualist.’
‘T don’t suppose she’d let it stand in her way if she wanted marry you.’

‘I meant, from my point of view—’

‘Yes, I know what you meant.’

‘Well, as a Catholic how do you feel about—"



Ronald turned on him in a huge attack of irritation. ‘As a Catholic I loathe all other Catholics’

‘I can well understand it. Don’t shout, for goodness’ sake— Matthew said.

‘And I can’t bear the Irish.’

‘I won’t stand for that,” Matthew said.

‘Don’t ask me,” Ronald shouted, ‘how I feel about things as a Catholic. To me, being a Catholic is part of my
human existence. I don’t feel one way as a human being and another as a Catholic.’

‘To hell with you, now,” Matthew said. (The Bachelors 85-86)
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It is all demonology and to do with creatures of the air, and there are others besides ourselves, he thought, who lie in their
beds like happy countries that have no history. Others ferment in prison; some rot, maimed; some learn over the banisters

of presbyteries to see if anyone is going to answer the telephone. (The Bachelors 231)
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